
All Saints Sunday 

My dear Friends, 

Many of you will have heard me speak and write about All Saints tide in previous years. It was a festival instituted in the early 
days of the Christian church to remember the countless women and men who gave their lives in the service of Christ. They 
spent their days spreading the gospel, establishing new churches and caring for communities of people who needed health, 
education and basic needs. Many did this work in very difficult circumstances facing opposition and persecution, some were 
faithful unto death and were martyred. Some of them laboured under great odds and seemed to have failed in their ministry 
in their own time but planted seeds which bore fruit in future generations. We have forgotten or never known the names of 
these holy people but we know that their contribution made a difference to how the Church grew.  

The festival of All Saints is marked in our churches with our Eucharists and Evensongs, but in popular culture it survives 
through the secular interest in Halloween, the eve of All Saints Day. I read some years ago that the retail and hospitality sector 
regard Halloween as second only to Christmas in terms of people’s spending and consumer activities. Decorating our homes 
with ghosts and witches and carving pumpkin lanterns seems a long way from the service and sacrifice of the Saints of old! I 
am sure many of our families enjoy these happy celebrations but let us not forget that we enjoy the freedom of faith and the 
quality of life we have thanks to those who have gone before.  

We may not be called to make sacrifices for our Faith today as some people do. Nevertheless we are called to think and act 
to care for the earth that God created and we have received as our home. The media are full of information about the serious 
threats to our world from climate change, much of which has been caused over the years by our actions. It may seem 
overwhelming when we hear of these problems and we might feel powerless to make an effective response. We know that 
many world leaders will be meeting in Glasgow in the coming days and we pray for them and hope that they will make 
decisions which will be translated into actions which will help alleviate these issues.  

We know that the famous and powerful will be doing their work but just like the nameless Saints of old we as individuals and 
churches can do our part as well. This will make a difference. Our churches now use low energy light bulbs, have modern 
more efficient heating boilers and we use eco friendly cleaning and paper products. (Pandemic restrictions have also made 
us use less paper in our service sheets and booklets). There are many other things we are doing to try to achieve a more 
sustainable way of living. I am sure that we will all take this opportunity to look at our own lives and find ways of saving 
power, fuel and water. We will recycle, reduce and reuse our consumption knowing that is not only good for the planet and 
future generations but also part of our Christian duty being appreciative of the wonderful world we have inherited.  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


